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NEW CONSTITUTION (RULE) OF
FONG CLAN GENERAL ASSOCIATION (2020)

Chapter I General

1. Name

The name of the Association shall be “Fong Clan General Association”.

2. Place of Business

The Association shall be set up at its own property at 554/554A Serangoon Road, Singapore 218173.
3. Objective

The objective of the Association shall be promotion and preservation of the Fong culture through
activities that bind all Fong Clansmen, in particular through cultural, welfare and philanthropic

undertakings.

Chapter II Membership

4. Any clansmen holding Singapore citizenship, irrespective of sex, who is of good character and

is willing to abide by the Association’s Rules, of age 18 years and above and of sound mind and

health, can apply for membership. A non-citizen, or the spouse of such a member, can be registered

as a subsidiary member.

5. Entrance

Any clansman who meets the prerequisites stated in Rule No. 4 may apply for membership as

follows:

¥ An application is to contain the Chinese and English names (as per identity card) of the
applicant. Following recommendation by a member, approval by the Committee, and
signed by Chairman, he can make a payment of S$60 for a life-time membership.

ii. The wife of a member automatically becomes a subsidiary member. Overseas clansmen
residing in Singapore may apply for subsidiary membership, after approval by the
Committee and upon payment of the S$60 membership fees.

Chapter III Obligations
6. Members
Every member and subsidiary member has the obligation to follow the Association’s rules,to get

new members for the Association and help raise fund for charity and for the Association’s expenses.

Chapter IV Benefits
7 Privileges
Every member is entitled to the following privileges:
i Encouragement
Upon completion of first-year membership, he has voting rights and is eligible to be voted.
ii. Participation
He may participate in any activities of the Association.
iii. Bursary
Upon completion of the first-year membership, his children may apply for the Association
Student Bursary.
iv. He is eligible to rent the Association’s premises for joyous occasions after getting permission

from the Association. He is to pay the rental at current market rates.
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Chapter V Organization

8 System

The Association’s organization is as follows:

i The Management Committee is to be formed of 18 members.

ii. The Supervisory Committee is to be formed of three members.

iii. The Trusteeship Committee is to be formed of two members (min) to four members (max).
iv. The number of members shall be unlimited.

9 Management Committee
It shall consist of:

i Chairman & two Vice-Chairman

ii. Secretary & two Assistant Secretaries
iii. Treasurer & two Assistant Treasurers
iv. Cultural Officer & two Assistants

V. Welfare Officer & two Assistants

Vi. Three Committee Members

10 Supervisory Committee

It shall consist of:

One Chief Supervisor

Two Supervisory Committee Members

11 System of Organization
General Meeting of Members
(a) Auditors
(b) Honorary Committee
(i) Supervisory Committee
Committee Members
(if) Management Committee
Chairman
Secretariat
Treasury
Culture
Welfare
Members
(c) Trusteeship Committee

Chapter VI Duties & Powers

12 Supreme Authority

The Association’s General Meeting of Members shall be the supreme authority, its duties and
powers being:

i To adopt or reject the proposals and reports of members, the Management Committee and
the Supervisory Committee.

ii. To remove members and honorary Committee Members whose activities are harmful to the
Association.



iii. To accept Annual Financial Statement, accept reports from the Committee, and consider
suggestions from Members.

iv. To amend Rules and buy or sell property

V. To manage the Association’s activities. When the Chief of a Section is absent, his deputy
shall act for him.

13 Trustees

If the Association at any time acquires any immovable property, such property shall be vested in
Trustees subject to a declaration of trust. Any trustee may at any time resign his trusteeship. If a
trustee dies or becomes of unsound mind or moves permanently or is absent from the State of
Singapore for a period of one year, he shall be deemed to have resigned his trusteeship. If a trustee
is guilty of misconduct of such a kind as to render it undesirable that he continues as a trustee, a
General Meeting may remove him from his trusteeship. Vacancies in the trusteeship may be filled
at a General Meeting, but the number shall not be greater than four or less than two. Notice of
any proposal to remove a trustee to fill a vacancy must be given by affixing in the premises of the
Association a document containing such proposal at least two weeks before the meeting at which
the proposal is to be discussed. The result of such meeting shall then be notified to the Registrar of
Societies for approval.

14 Audit

The Committee elects two persons who are not the Committee member as Honorary Auditors, and
they will hold office for two years only and may not be re-elected. They will be required to audit
each year’s account.

15 Honorary Chairman
The Committee has the right to appoint honorary Chairmen who are highly respected and have
enthusiastically supported the association.

16 Management Committee

The duties and powers of the Management Committee shall be as follows:

i To put into effect the resolutions passed by the General Meeting of members and
Committee Meeting and to represent the Association in internal and external affairs.

ii. To call various meetings and to develop and promote the Association’s activities.

iii.  To prepare budget and balance sheet and to manage the Association’s property.

17 Supervisory Committee
The duties and powers of the supervisory committee shall be as follows:
i To supervise the running of the Association’s activities.

ii. To impeach members of any blunder.

18 Management Officers

The duties and powers of the various officers are as follows:

+ Chairman: To keep the Association’s seal, to plan for development, to keep and sign various
important documents, to call General Meetings of Members, to preside at various meetings
and to sign cheques. If necessary, he shall represent the Association in respect of external
affairs.
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Secretary: To assist the Chairman, to put into effect resolutions passed, to call monthly
meeting, to sign and dispatch documents, to sign cheques, and to check accounts and the
relative vouchers. Money received shall be handed over to the Treasurer. When withdraw-
ing money, the cheque is to be issued by the Treasurer, and signed by any two of the three
officers: The Chairman, the Secretary and the Treasurer. All receipts and vouchers are to be
signed by the Secretary. The Secretary shall also handle coordinating communication
services. Any meeting minutes are to be recorded by the Assistant Secretary.

Treasurer: He shall handle the Association’s money affairs, sign and keep bank cheques.
Cash received is to be banked into the designated bank account. At the end of each month,
accounts are to be closed and surplus amount deposit into the designated bank account.
When withdrawing money, the cash voucher is to be signed by the Secretary. The Treasurer
shall also prepare monthly accounts and annual financial statement which are to be
distributed at meetings. The cash on hand shall not exceed $1,000.00; disbursement
amounts exceeding $3,000.00 shall be approved by the Committee.

Cultural Affairs Officer: He shall direct cultural development activities.

Welfare Officer: He shall handle internal and external affairs, mediate any dispute, and
organize activities including attendance to funerals of Members.

Management Committee: They shall help develop the Association’s activities and supervise
individual working personnel.

19 Supervisory Officers

In the event of breach of this Constitution by the Supervisor or Committee Member, the power of

Clause 17 may be exercised.

Chapter VII Meetings

20 Classification

The Association’s various meetings are as follows:

i

ii.

iii.

iv.

V.

vi.

Annual General Meeting of Members
Association Anniversary Celebration Preparation
General Meeting of Members for Election
Extraordinary General Meeting of Members
Committee Meeting

Provisional meeting

21 General Meeting

The Annual General Meeting of Members shall be held annually no later than 31st March, notice

for which shall be sent out by the Management Committee two weeks in advance.

iblk

Quorum for the Meeting shall be at least one-fourth of the total members and resolutions
are to be passed by the majority of those present.

In the event of there being no quorum, the Meeting shall be adjourned by thirty minutes
the number then present is insufficient to form a quorum, the meeting will still proceed.



22 Extraordinary General Meeting

An Extraordinary General Meetings of Members shall be called if there is due reason. The quorum
for this Meeting shall be the same as that for General Meeting of Members. In the event of the lack
of quorum, the Meeting shall be cancelled.

3 The Management Committee can call an Extraordinary General Meeting of Members
whenever it deems it necessary.

ii. On the joint requisition of at least one-quarter of members, an Extraordinary General
Meeting of Members shall be held, provided it is approved by the Committee.

23 Committee Meeting
The Committee shall meet as and when required, provided one week’s notice is given.

i The quorum for this meeting shall be one half of the total number of the Committee.
ii. If the turnout is insufficient, the meeting may be delayed by  thirty minutes.

iii. A provisional meeting can be held in case of special event.

iv. Resolutions are to be passed by a majority; in the event of an even split, the Chairman’s

decision shall be final.

Chapter VIII Election
24 Election of Committee Members
The General Meeting of Members for Election is to be conducted as follows:

i Every member, upon one year of membership, has the rights to vote, to be elected and to
resolve.

ii. A list of all members shall be sent out to all members for them to vote by marking and
signing.

iii. There shall be one Supervisor, and several Vote Announcers, Inspectors and Recording

Officers as required.

iv. Those who poll the most votes shall be elected. In the case of an equality of votes, same
shall be decided by the Chairman or the Election Supervisor through the drawing of lot.

V. Those elected shall be informed by the Association within one week after the election, and

receive formal agreement by the elected.

25 Re-Election

The method of electing honorary committee members is as follows:

i Those listed at committee members shall be voted for various appointments.

ii. The one who polls the most votes shall be the Head of the Section while the one who polls
the second most votes shall be the Deputy Head of the Section.

iii. (a) An Honorary Chairman is to be nominated by a General Meeting and this is to be

decided within one week after the private dispatch of notice.
(b) The oath of office shall be taken within one month.

Chapter IX Tenure of Office

26 Trustees

The tenure of office of the Trustees shall be permanent. If a Trustee resigns, death or is removed by
a General Meeting of Members for any special reason, a new one shall be elected by next General
Meeting.
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27 Committee Member

An annual return of the committee member together with a copy of Balance Sheet is to be submit-
ted to the Registrar of Societies every year. The tenure of office of all committee members is two
years, renewable by re-election. The office of the Chairman and Treasurer shall be limited to two

consecutive seasons.

Chapter X Celebration

28 Association Anniversary Celebration

The Association was formed and registered in August, 1951, and on the 8th August, 1960, the
government approved the change of the Association’s name to include “General”. Therefore, the
Association’s Anniversary celebration day shall be on the 8th August every year. The modes of
celebration shall be decided by a Committee Meeting.

29 Entertainment

If an invitation card is sent to the Association by any registered society the mode and cost of
reciprocity shall be decided by a Committee Meeting, who will arrange a representative to attend
on behalf of the Association.

Chapter XI Fund

30 Finance Sources

The Association’s fund shall be its movable property and its expenditure shall depend on mem-
bership application fee, donations and rental collections from property. In the case of any special
event, a Meeting of the Committee can pass a resolution calling for special subscription from

members.

31 Expenses
The Association’s accounts are to be closed every month, and the cash left to be deposited into a
designated bank account. Any cheque for withdrawal can only be used for approved expenditures

and not other uses.

Chapter XII Withdrawal

32 Withdrawal

If a member wants to withdraw from his membership, he should first fulfill his obligations and
apply in writing to the Management Committee for approval. After withdrawal he shall lose all his
privileges in the Association.

Chapter XIII Prohibitions

33 Prohibitions

a. Gambling of any kind as the playing of paikow or mahjong, whether for stakes or not, are
forbidden on the Association’s premises. The introduction of materials for gambling or opium
smoking and of bad characters into the premises is prohibited.

b. The funds of the Association shall not be used to pay the fines of members who have been
convicted in Court.

c. The Association shall not attempt to restrict or in any other manner interfere with trade or prices
or engage in any Trade Union Ordinance, 1940.



d. The Association shall not hold any lottery, whether confined to its members or not, in the name
of the Association, or its office-bearers, Committee or members.

e. The Association shall not indulge in any political activity or allow its funds and/or premises to be
used for political purposes.

Chapter XIV Amendment to the Rules

34 Procedures

If a member is dissatisfied with the Association, he can follow the following procedure:

i He can write to the Committee or a General Meeting of Members about his grievance.

ii. If the Rules require amendment, such can be made but a Special Meeting shall be called,
and must garner the consent of one-fourth of the total members who shall also afhx their
signatures. Such an amendment is further passed at a General Meeting of Members and
approved by the Registrar of Societies before becoming effective. The Committee shall have
discretion on matters, for which no provision is made in these Rules.

Chapter XV Dissolution

35 Dissolution

In case of the dissolution of the Association, a General Meeting of Members is to be called to state
the reason and consent of three-fourths of the members expressed, either in person or by letter at

a General Meeting convened for the purpose, must be obtained. Notice of the dissolution shall be
given to the Registrar of Societies within 14 days of the dissolution. In the event of the

Association being dissolved, all debts and liabilities legally incurred on behalf of the Association
shall be fully discharged and any remaining fund shall be donated to Government public welfare or
charity organization.
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The History of the Fong Clan Association

Original Chinese manuscript by Pang Chong Xuan
Translated by Phong Siew Ming

The founding of the Fong Clan Association is closely associated with the Kwong
Wai Shiu (Pek San) cemetery, which was established in 1870 (year of Tong Zhi) by im-
migrants from the Guangzhou, Huizhou and Zhaoqing prefectures. The exact found-
ing date of the Fong Clan cemetery is unclear, but documents place it about 1880
(year of Guang Xu).

Prior to the founding of the Association, the spring and autumnal ancestral
rites of the Fong Clan cemetery were usually arranged by an ad hoc working group
comprising the Elders Qiao Rui, Ya Kan, Cheng Lin, Ya Jiu, Bo Lun, Fu Sheng and
others. These rites occurred at Qing Ming (Tomb-Sweeping) and before Chong Yang
(Double-Ninth), where the work of contacting the clansmen, preparing the sacrificial
animals, and arranging suitable transport was carefully coordinated. Clansmen would
gather at Qiao Rui School at San Long Road in Chinatown, before making their way
to the clan cemetery; upon completing the rites, would then go to a nearby rest point
for lunch. In the evening, a feast sponsored by the clansmen would be held in the
restaurant, where everyone would bond with each other. These rites serve not only a
familial function, but also a social function; as such everyone also looks forward to the
next gathering.

While the end of World War II was much anticipated, circumstances remained
difficult; clan associations that were forced to close during the Japanese Occupation
now resumed operations, providing the much needed familial, social and economic
relief. The Fong clansmen saw a need for a formal grouping to cement ties among
kinsmen. During the Qing Ming of 1949, a feast was held at Nan Tian Restaurant,
at which the proposal by Elder Jia Ju on the formation of an Association was warm-
ly received by the attendees. By the time of the Autumnal Solstice Rites, more than
eighty clansmen had signed up, nominating the Elders Qiao Rui, Jia Ju, Feng Zhan,
Reng Ying, Tian Bao, Feng Rong and Fu Qi (the “Original Seven”) to form the Com-
mittee. In January of 1950, the Committee drafted the Constitution and prepared to
name the association as “Shi Ping Fong Clan Association” (“Shi Ping” being a particu-
lar branch of the Fong Surname), to be registered in August of the same year. At the
Annual General Meeting of “Shi Ping Fong Association” held at the Zhao Qing Clan
Association in 1951, the Elders Qiao Rui and Reng Ying were nominated as the Chair-
man and Vice-Chairman respectively.

As the Association was formed without a venue, it first occupied the back-end
office at Neil Street No. 77 at 1951, and then relocated to an office at the Zhao Qing
Clan Association at the rent of fifty dollars a month. During those days, clan mem-
bership fees were sometimes insufficient for the rental payment, and the Elders Jia
Ju, Feng Zhan, Reng Ying and Tian Bao would graciously make up the balance. The
Association then relocated to Ann Siang Hill near Da Men Lou at Erskine Road.
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During the Autumnal Solstice Rite of 1951, the Elders made a proposal for a
permanent location, and received more than five thousand dollars; as the Committee
agreed that the Association needed ten thousand dollars for a location of suitable size,
the Elder Feng Zhan agreed to loan to the Association. In spite of a prolonged search,
no suitable location could be found. In 1953, the Association went into financial
difficulty, and the Elder Mei Tang proposed the temporary re-location a shelter on Yu
Street without the need to pay rent, and for association operations remained strained

for two years. At 1955, at the suggestion of Secretary Elder Feng Rong, the Association
raised six hundred dollars to build a hall.

In February of 1960, Mr Zhu Qing Nan recommended the current location
of Serangoon Road No. 554, which was available at the cost of $25,500. The Commit-
tee agreed to make the purchase, but the funds were insufficient; Mr Liu Zan Liang
stepped up to be the Guarantor of the Association in order that the grounds could be
secured without the full sum payment, which could be deferred by six months. Dur-
ing this period, the Fund-Raising Committee went into full force: the thrice-weekly
out-reach efforts of the indefatigable clansmen finally raised the full sum. Following
the renovations, the venue was ready for occupation by early August.

In order to advance the standing of the Association, a proposal was made in 1956
to design a logo and a flag. The decision was made to encircle a red “Feng” character
on a white plum outline, against a blue background, with the description of “Fong
Clan General Association”. Upon governmental approval on 8 August 1958, the Asso-
ciation was renamed, and the date thereafter fixed as the Founding Day.

The history of the Association bears witness to the relentless efforts of our
seniors who overcame insurmountable difficulties to establish a common good for
our clansmen. The founding of our Association is a symbol of the perpetuation of the
Clan for the overseas Chinese. That we now have a permanent location for our clan
activities to be able to make a social contribution to Singapore society, is a testimony
to the sacrifices made by our forefathers, and a source of pride to our descendants.

The history of the Association is vital to us, and needs to be properly docu-
mented for the future; however, due to termite infestation and floods, many historical
records could not be well preserved and are now irretrievably lost. The urgent task at
hand now is to record first-hand from our seniors: I urge our seniors to relate histori-
cal events from memory, whether in oral, written or any other form, and present them
to the Committee. As conclusion, I quote from the Silver Anniversary Commemora-
tion Magazine as written by our Elder Chao Duan:

“Our Fong Clan Association, is at the twenty-fifth year anniversary, yet we do
not have any written record. With the ebb and flow of Time, who will remember the
efforts of every Committee and Clansmen? From where do we have evidence of their
contributions? As every Country has a History, and every Province and District its
Records, and every Tribe and Family its Genealogy, so shall we the Fong Clan General
Association.”
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) I It was my first time to attend such a talk -
what more in Mandarin - but it was more fruitful
than expected. I had gone to the talk to ‘mark

my attendance’ and show my support for my
elder brother who was the speaker but I left the
talk more informed and enlightened about this
unique Chinese practice of remembering one’s
ancestors. The fact that I had gone through years
of following my father to the yearly Qing Ming

celebrations organized by the clan association,
sometimes like a robot going through the motions, made this new insight that I gained through this talk even

more poignant.

The talk highlighted the real meaning and essence of the practice and meaning behind the elaborate rites of
remembering one’s ancestors, and that despite the various forms that have evolved through millenia of Chinese
civilization, one thing has remained unchanged: to be mindful of and grateful for what our fore fathers have
done for us. Only through having this sincere gratitude towards those who have come before us can we build a
society of individuals who are more likely to follow in the footsteps of our hardworking, self-sacrificial forebears,
individuals who will look beyond their short time on this earth and strive to leave to future generations the impor-

tance of having gratitude, which will no doubt create a more compassionate and gracious society.

Another important thing that I took away from this talk is that the many practices in Chinese culture, some of
which may seem archaic and irrelevant in today’s world, are actually very meaningful. Once we take the time and
patience to learn about the meaning behind them, it would add another dimension to how we view the world and

our place in society, and to how we treat other people and our surroundings.
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Cultural Talk on “Ancestral Rites”

Translated by Phong Siew Ming
(with reference to “Traditional Chinese Rites & Practices” by Ye Guo Liang)

28 October 2018 was the day of the Autumnal Equinox Ancestral Rites where clans-
men would gather at the Association to perform the rites. But the day was a little differ-
ent, because lunch was followed by a cultural talk on “Ancestral Rites”. While Singapore
is a Chinese-majority society where traditional rites at Qing Ming (7% 8f) and the Seventh
Month (¥ ;0) are still a part of life for many, the reality is that many do not know the real
meaning of these tites, and some of them are greatly misunderstood and regarded as su
perstition. As such we saw a need to lift the shroud of mystery that surrounds these rites,

and what better way than to start with our own clansmen through a sharing session?

Traditional Chinese culture has deep roots: every ancient civilization that has a
reverence for nature, ancestors and the deceased has evolved its patrticular way of rituals.
From the enormous number of relics and artifacts unearthed that date from the Hsia (
%), Shang () and Zhou ()& )Dynasties, Chinese Civilization is no different. However,
with Confucius (3L ), Chinese culture arrived at a watershed, and subsequent Confucian
classics such as “The Book of Rites” ( «#L3&» )gave these rites a new, diff erent meaning.
While the rites retained the form familiar to many religions, the humanism of Confucian-
ism allowed the tites to break away from the supra-human deity to focus on the abstract
qualities of the Human. This departure in meaning from the typical rites was evident in
all Confucian classics after Confucius, especially the “Commentaries on the Spring and
Autumn Annals” ( « £4£» ). In particular, after “The Analects” ( €55 ) (a collection
of Confucius’ sayings by his students) established Filial Piety (Z) as the cornerstone for
individual and societal morality, it became firmly entrenched in the teachings of all Clans

(#8.9)]); the Fong Clan teaching is as follows:

ARER, BREER, AkfmiE, BRLK
HBRAE, fARE, EERS. BERI,
Our Ancestors, whose Spirits are in Heaven,
your Observation accurate and your Judgment precise,
whether in Life or Thereafter, your Pursuit for Responsibility unending;
Our Ancestors, whose Spirits are Beyond, our Harmony you preserve in Perpetuity;

May your Descendants prosper, Fortune and Longevity beckon on our Door.

It is clear (italics mine) that the veneration of ancestors has been given a new meaning - one of
individual virtue, which opened the door to a non-spiritual interpretation that encompasses the

following meanings.



First of all is “the exaltation of Virtue and giving thanks” (4 444k & ). The premise of the
Ancients is “that which is of benefit to the continued sustenance and development of Mankind are
proper subjects of veneration and thanks-giving”; if viewed through the prism of Western religions
or modernity, we have not understood the focus of the Ancients, which is to, ‘give thanks” (%% &
#9+3). The rites are not meant to be viewed as a self-serving offering “in exchange for” blessing,
but to be educational - our ancestors are not just biological extensions of Life by blood relations,
but also a representation and idealization of human morality, strength, vocation and achievement

that need to be remembered and to inspire future generations.

The second is “the Sincere is Noble; the Austere is True” (3% #& ¥, % i #I). Ancestral
rites are a form of formal ceremony (#L£L), and its execution is a way to remember the deceased
through action. As taught in “The Analects” ( { #£7% + FA% ) ), one ought to perform the rites in a
heartfelt manner, with love for Mankind, rather than focus on the paraphernalia used. If the rites
are observed only in a perfunctory manner, they degenerate into a meaningless show. Hence, the
meaning of the ancestral rites do not depend on the expense or elaborate nature of the ceremony,

but rather the sincerity of the persons performing them, because the departed “partake of the
Virtue offered, and not of the Offering” (“S&A4¥ /& 74 R 27K").

The third is “emphasis on self-reflection, virtue begets fortune” (AL B K, & B K 43).
The ceremonial nature of the ancestral rites is an act of remembrance of the deceased, and this re-
membrance stems from a natural affection towards the deceased that needs no enforcement by an
external agency. Should one be a humble and grateful person, or a proud and ungrateful person?
If we truly love our relatives, why should this love be gone upon their departure? The Chinese
philosopher Feng You Lan (% & £) offered this insight into the Chinese psyche, that “the basis
of the ancestral rites is not so much about the existence of an after-life, but rather the projection of
our feelings towards the departed; hence the rites serve a poetic function rather than a religious one”,
which means that the rites are a medium that fulfill a psychological (& #2 % %) and emotional
(@'%W%ﬁ) need for the Chinese.

The last is “emphasis on human agency through education” (£ AF , % &4L). Although
the ancestral rites take the form of a religious ceremony which appear to be about the, ‘there-after,
the pragmatic Chinese are more concerned about social order of the, ‘here-and-now’ Through
assignment of duties associated with roles, ancestral rites have a special role in fostering the Five
Confucian Relationships that make for a stable, happy and purposeful society - “Compassionate
parent-filial child, exemplary elder sibling-respectful younger sibling, dutiful husband-devot-
ed wife, kind elder- submissive younger, benevolent superior-loyal subordinate” In performing
the ancestral rites, we not only remember our loved ones who have departed, but also foster the
familial relationships among the living, lead us to reflect upon our behavior and to think about the
future - as our ancestors have done good, what good should I leave behind when I die? (148
i) Hence, ancestral rites have a social educational effect (742 #4L) whereby direct strengthening
of each family unit leads to an indirect strengthening of the cohesion and harmony of the entire

society.
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Knowing the unique function of the ancestral rites in Chinese culture will help one
understand the appropriate behaviour towards these rites. Unlike other rites, ancestral rites are
necessarily formal - even seemingly ‘strict’ - as they need to invoke in the participant the respect
towards the ancestors. These rites are not only about a particular form, but an outward expression
of a deeply-felt gratitude towards our ancestors and an inward benevolence towards our brethren. Only hu-
mility and respect in behaviour can give rise to gratitude, which is then extrapolated to gratitude
towards society; in so doing, one cultivates the virtues of compassion and benevolence towards
others (3 /4= #), and can then shoulder responsibilities for the Common Good, as our ances-
tors have done.

Ancestral rites are the ceremonial act of ancestor veneration. As written in “The Book of
Rites”, “He who observes the Rites, is filial” and “He who wishes to have harmonious relations
with others, let him behave appropriately to others in ceremony; among the five ceremonies, the
most important is the ancestral rites”. Confucius views rites as granted by Heaven, to be realized
on Earth, to be executed in parallel with the Spirit, manifested through Funerary, Ancestral, Com-
ing-of-Age, Matrimony and other ceremonies, all of which are correlated to the different stages
of Life. Only by observance of these ceremonies can one properly know one’s place in the World.
The ancients view Heaven and Earth, Ancestors, and Spirits to be connected to the fate of the
Nation; with our Ancestors come forth our Tribe, and hence veneration of our Ancestors ensue
propagation of Human Life.

As societies change over time, the form of ancestral rites took shape - time and duration,
temple location, associated paraphernalia, et ¢ where variations of these rites in different lands
reflect the evolution of Chinese society in history, geography, thought, local practices, and food
and drink; particularly in the written form and ritual, it has acquired a unique expression (please
refer to the article concerning “Address to the Ancestors” ( { %3 ) )).

The Song Dynasty thinker Zhu Xi (4k-&) placed an important focus on ancestral rites,
saying that “rites encapsulate all of Life; as there are none that do not come from his ancestors,
so one ought to give heart-felt thanks, and anyone living ought to do so”. The Singapore Fong
Clan Association has maintained this tradition of ancestral rites every Vernal and Autumn Equi-
nox. In the hall where our Elders overcame great difficulty to establish, we descendents con-
gregate to offer thanks through ancestral rites, contemplate on the departed, maintain contact
among ourselves - simultaneously becoming the recipient as well as the propagator of this social
education that has become a medium of our culture.

“Who are you? From where do you come? To where are you going?” These three exis-
tential questions are the ones that thinkers have asked since time immemorial. Western philoso-
phers have tried to answer it using Reason, while Chinese thinkers answer it with Practice (34T
AR & ). With participation comes humility; with humility comes self-reflection; with self-reflec-
tion comes understanding; with understanding comes purpose; and with purpose comes duty -
and all three questions will be answered. Ancestral rites are a mode that take the form of religion
to express Humanism in a practice unique to Chinese culture, which has no equivalence to rituals
in a Western religious meaning.

Ancestral rites are not only the connection between Man, the Heavens and our Ances-
tors, but also the a living medium that spans Time and Space. In the activities that accompany
these rites, the participants, the subject of the rites, and the ceremony itself are the Answers to
the three Questions; and it is particularly this reason that ancestral rites have stood the test of
time, to become an entrenched part of our Culture, and to ensure its continuity.

As “The Book of Changes” ( (B % ) ) writes, “The benevolent sees benevolence, the
knowledgeable sees knowledge; the people practice it without knowing so, such is the Way of the
Learned Man.” (“I=% L2 2 1=, s N4, BHRA Am R4, BE-TXiE8f
%O ”)
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A new Family Genealogy for the Singapore Generation

Author: Pang Sze Yunn

The genealogy of the Pang Family (Yong Hui branch) has been continuously updated
since its establishment during the Ming dynasty. This branch of the Pang family was found-
ed by 7K 4%, born in 1296 and appointed as County Chief after successfully achieving
jinshi (# &) in the imperial examinations of 1331. Since then, we have seen 26 generations

of the family, many of whom are now based in Singapore.

The 7-volume family genealogy was last updated in 1989, thanks to the efforts of a
Singapore-based family member, who diligently followed up on family members based in
Singapore. With more than 30 years since the last update, we have long felt that it was time
to do another revision. In this sense, there was a silver lining on the Covid 19 travel restric-
tions. Due the travel restrictions, we managed to start on the project to update the genealogy.
However, with the younger Pang generation growing up in a different Singapore environ-
ment removed from mainland China, we have decided to take a different approach, and just
focus on the Pang family resident in Singapore. Family genealogies have tended to be simply
an updated list of names, with births and deaths, without context. For a generation of Sin-
gaporeans who are English-educated and who have developed a separate identity from the

mainland Chinese, we hope to go beyond the traditional genealogy in 3 ways:

1. We intend to include a narrative of the family history from the Zhou dynasty
to today, focusing especially on the family’s migration from Hainan Island to Singapore in
the early - mid 20th century, and how, through mutual help from family members, it settled
and grew in Singapore. This will make the family history more meaningful to younger
people. This will also hopefully give more colour to the history of the Hainanese community

in Singapore, because not much has been about the experiences of Hainanese migrants.

2. It will be a bilingual in both English and Chinese, to cater to an
English-educated generation. It will also include bilingual translation of the old texts such
as eulogies and family statutes contained in previous versions. We hope to also include some

explanatory notes on Chinese practices.

3. Our Pang family genealogy has always only included male members. With
this update, we will include female daughters, so that their connection to the family is not

lost.

We have begun the work with interviews with existing older generation of the family
and some primary research. We hope that the updated genealogy can be published in early
2022. With the publication, it is our hope that the younger generation will recognise the
contributions and sacrifices of previous generations, and also appreciate the importance of

family ties that have transcended dynasties and nations.
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Kim Wah Seng Battery & Electrical Service

52 AR 7%

G524 Bang Kim San

15 Defu Lane 10#01-390 S(539196)
Monday-Saturday 8.30am - 6pm
Kimwahseng@gmail.com
Office: 6280 1900
Fax: 6382 3519
Towing: 9720 3785

_______

Motor Servicing. Alternator. Starter. Battery. Engine.



e T o e g o L
T R
e
- — s i
- — S
— e
= o o i
—— e -""‘""’__#,..a
- i :_,_,-.—---"'"ﬂ'._;,..n
= e e
i e "'r__ e
-
- - e
e
e g o
e
e e
e e
e -
gt

- HARRBERERTORFEK

A 7 &3¢
SRR

JOIN AIRCON & ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING PTE LTD

BLOCK 1 YISHUN STREET 23 #07-36 / 37 SINGAPORE 768441
TEL: 67566695 FAX:67562886

E-mail: admin@joinaircon.com.sg

GST Reg. No: M2-0128675-1

Reg. No: 199407760-K
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Speciallist in Air-conditioning & Mechanical Ventitation System



i

‘i}‘t“‘f“l‘% /%RA SO El =3 -{f—,{!i.}‘i a—

LH5ER RUEE

Industrial Links

149 Woodlands Industrial Park E5 Singapore 757511

Office: +65 6861 6968
Fax: +65 6861 1681
Email: alainong@singnet.com.sg
www.industriallinks.com.sg
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www.fep.com.sg

PrEfer TEChI‘IO'Ogy www.preferhealthcare.com

We are the one and only company producing Made In Singapore Prefer Hygienic Pillowcase (Disposable)
We have been serving the Singapore and overseas healthcare sector for the past 21 years.
We supply to more than 90% of all private and government hospitals in Singapore

We also supply the following Prefer™ Hygienic Products (Disposable Products)

e Hygienic Pillow Case o Hyg!en?c Towel

e Hygienic Bedsheet o Hyg!en!c Underpad

e Hygienic Blanket ° Hyg!en!c Apron .

¢ Hygienic Pillow Protector o Hyg!en!c Adult Diapers

e Hygienic Mattress Protector e Hygienic Non Woven Bag

° Hyg!en?c Anti Bactgria C_urtain Appointed Sole Distributor for:

* Hygienic Scrub Suit/ Pajamas  Antimicrobial Self Disinfecting Coating

* Hygienic Sllppt_ers / Shoe_ Cover . o Copper lon Anti Microbial Treatment

e Hygienic Isolation / Surgical / Patient Gown o Probiotics Cleaning & Personal Care Products

Some of the countries patents registered for Prefer Hygienic Product :
China USA Canada Japan Australia EU Region Malaysia Thailand Norway
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- »

Address: 48 Toh Guan Road East, #03-115, Enterprise Hub, Singapore 608586  Tel : +65 6465 6832
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A-POWER ENGINEERING
Pte Ltd

Tel: (65) 6765 1378/ (65) 6791 9397 Fax: (65) 6791 7628
Email: general@apower.com.sg
Website: www.apower.com.sg
51 Bukit Batok Cresent, #06-28 Unity Centre, Singapore 658077

AP M&E Services (Myanmar) Co, Ltd.

Tel: (65) 65150283
Building (3), Gandamar street, Mingalar Taung Township, Yangon
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GREEN

.ﬁ BUILDING ESNEE  Coigbratiog Singiconts CERTING 200810742 .;-,Enm CERT NO.- OH5-45001-2020-0207
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Singapore Pte Ltd

Website: www.glazen.com.sg

Address: 101 Pioneer Road, Singapore 639581
Email: glazen@singnet.com.sg
Tel: +65 68631123 Fax: +65 6863 1297

A-KINETICS PTE LTD

Tel: +65 6759 7320
+65 6759 7959
Fax: +65 6758 9136

Address: Blk 1 Yishun Street 23 #02-45,
YS ONE, Singapore 768441

AIR ENGINEERS / VIBRATION & NOISE PROBLEM SOLVER



QSTON AIR CONTROL PTELTD

T: +65 6298 0682
F: +65 6291 2628

1 Jalan Berseh #03-02
New World Centre Singapore 209037

https://lwww.astonair.com

V

>

LD ]
a5
W
DO

:systemailr

Systemair (SEA) Pte Ltd
33 Tannery Lane #01-01
Singapore 347789
Tel +65 6842 0688
Fax +65 6265 5163

WwWWw.systemair.com
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D-TEAM ENGINEERING PTE LTD

Tel: (65) 6481 0002
Fax: (65) 6481 0030

Block 5 Ang Mo Kio Industrial Park 2A,
#06-27/28/29, Singapore 567760

WWW. d te dlTl.S I:;




ELXI

Your Personalised Cloud Spaorts Club

O

CHAN I:HEGHE METAL & !umn WORKS
BLHK 11 KALLAMNG PLACE #01-10 S NCAPFORE 330155

TEL : 6281 2118
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16x25x300mm Grating
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FAX : 6291 0969
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1 1'4"=00" Elbow Joint

Showar Gully Filtar
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20x2ExIE0mm Grating
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Discharge Pipa Connector

2 in 1 Showar Gully Filtar
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Cormner - Joinl Grating

Services Pr I'romlnd

MOULD DESIG N, MACHINING, STAINLESS
STEEL SHELVING SYSTEM, VARIOUS
PLASTIC PRODUCTS & SWIMMING POOL

DRAIN GRATINGS
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A-Smart Holdings Ltd

(Listed on SGX Mainboard)

Re: +65 68802828 | M:hr@a-smart.sg | &3: www.a-smart.sg
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Fong Clan General Association
Ty 554A Serangoon Road, Singapore 218173. [
~_Tel: 6298 0470 HP: 9005 8199 Email: fongclanassn@gmail.com:: o " _




